
 

 

How Home Gardeners Can Help Bats 

 

Home gardeners can play a vital role in helping bats by creating a bat-friendly 

environment that supports their habitat and foraging needs. Bats are important 

for controlling insect populations, pollinating plants, and contributing to overall 

biodiversity.  

It’s important to research the specific bat species in your area and their unique 

requirements, as different species may have different preferences. Creating a bat-

friendly garden not only benefits these fascinating creatures but also contributes 

to a healthier and more balanced ecosystem in your community. 

 

1. Provide Bat Houses: Installing bat houses in your garden or on your 

property can provide shelter for bats. These structures mimic natural 

roosting sites like tree hollows and crevices. Make sure the bat house is 

placed in a location that gets several hours of direct sunlight each day. 

2. Plant Night-Blooming Plants: Bats are primarily nocturnal and often feed 

on nectar and pollen from night-blooming flowers. Planting flowers like 

evening primrose, moonflower, and night-scented stock can attract bats to 

your garden. 

3. Avoid Pesticides: Using pesticides in your garden can reduce the insect 

population that bats depend on for food. Consider using natural and organic 

pest control methods to keep the insect population in check without 

harming bats. 

4. Install a Water Source: Bats need access to water for drinking and hunting. 

Installing a small pond or birdbath in your garden can attract insects, which, 

in turn, can attract bats. 



5. Maintain Natural Habitat: Leave dead trees, standing snags, and leaf litter 

in your garden to provide hiding places for insects that bats feed on. A 

diverse and natural landscape can support a healthier ecosystem. 

6. Reduce Light Pollution: Excessive artificial lighting can disorient bats and 

make it challenging for them to navigate and find food. Use energy-efficient 

and motion-activated lighting to reduce light pollution. 

7. Educate Yourself and Others: Learn about local bat species and their 

conservation needs. Educate your friends and neighbors about the 

importance of bats in the ecosystem and encourage them to create bat-

friendly gardens as well. 

8. Support Bat Conservation Organizations: Consider supporting 

organizations dedicated to bat conservation through donations, 

volunteering, or participating in local bat-related events. 

9. Participate in Citizen Science Programs: Some organizations and 

researchers run citizen science programs to monitor and track bat 

populations. Getting involved in such programs can provide valuable data 

for bat conservation efforts. 

10. Keep Cats Indoors at Night: If you have outdoor cats, keep them indoors at 

night to protect both the cats and local bat populations. 


