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Fire Risk Reduction Tips

A wildfire can occur in any
neighborhood in our fire district that
features open space, parks, greenbelts

or yards. Reducing the risk of wildfires
around your home maintains and often
improves the appearance and security of
your property.

Follow these simple recommendations
to minimize fire risk to your family,
home and neighborhood.

* Avoid fire-prone conifers such as
junipers along your property line.
Instead use fire-resistant plants to
create visual screens.

Consider using nonflammable
structures like metal arbors or fences
with fire-resistant vines or climbing
plants.

Resist planting tightly spaced conifer
vegetation that will provide easy fuel
in a wildfire in dense neigborhoods
or close to homes.

Establish a fuel break in the
vegetation in your yard by installing
rock or concrete pathways.

Maintain an area free of fuel in the
3-5 feet surrounding your home and
garage.

Use rock or pebbles instead of bark
and wood mulch beside your home.
Plant moisture-rich succulents,
annuals and perennials near your
home.

Keep all vegetation watered, free

of dead material and maintained to
prevent fire spread.
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Contact Us!

Still have questions? Contact South
Metro Fire Rescue for answers or a
free home ignition zone assessment.

South Metro Fire Rescue
720-989-2271

lifesafetyeducation@southmetro.org

Other Resources

The Pikes Peak Wildfire Prevention
Partners is a consortium of wildfire
professional wildfire mitigation contractors,
agency representatives and homeowners
that provide effective reduction of the threat
of wildfire to life and property in El Paso,
Douglas and Teller counties in Colorado.
WWW.ppwpp.org

The Fire & Life Safety Educators of
Colorado is a network of life safety
educators committed to preventing loss,
injury and death and mitigating the
context of all hazards to reduce risk in our
communities collaboratively. Its members
share resources, coordinate risk reduction
programs, represent larger populations
to media and government and provide
professional development.
www.FireSafetyEducators.org
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Wildfire Resistant
andscaping
in an Urban Setting




Guidelines for
Wildfire Resistant
Landscaping

in an Urban
Setting

Safe Spacing
Remove lower

tree limbs to
reduce ladder
fuels. Good Plants
Plant moisture-
Keep all fire- rich succulents,
prone trees 10 annuals and Fuel Free
feet from roof. perennia|s near Zone
your home. Keep fire-prone
Keep all trees 10 vegetation and
feet from chimney. dry debris 3-5 Safe Groundcover
feet from your Use rock or pebbles
Minimize the house. instead of bark or
fuel load of trees mulch next to your
and shrubs with home. Fuel Break
proper spacing. Establish a fuel break
in the vegetation in
your yard by installing
rock or concrete
pathways.
Minimum Vertical Clearance Tree Spacing Shrub Spacing Keep it lean, clean and green.
3 x the height of the shrub to Flat to mild slope Flat to mild slope Keep all vegetation watered,
the lowest branches of the 10-foot spacing 2 x the height of the free of dead material, and
tree shrub maintained.
Mile to moderate slope
20-foot spacing Mild to moderate slope

, , — 4 x the height of the
Text and graphics used with permission from
the City of Ashland, OR, and Ashland Fire & Moderate to steep slope shrub

Rescue. Graphics designed by Moodio Design. 30-foot Spacing




